BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

Meeting Date:_3/15/06 - MAR Division County Attorney’s Office
Bulk Item: Yes No X #* PUBLIC HEARING 3:00 P.M. **

Staff Contact Person: Suzanne Hutton
AGENDA ITEM WORDING:

A Public Hearing to consider the adoption of an Ordinance of the Board of County Commissioners of
Monroe County, Florida amending Chapter 3, Monroe County Code, to prohibit abandonment of an
animal, to require spaying/neutering, to provide an incentive for permanent identification, to correct
inconsistencies, prohibit chaining, and to provide uniformity and more thoroughly cover issues faced by
animal control officers.

ITEM BACKGROUND:

USFWS and the Nature Conservancy sent representatives to a feral cat meeting called by Commissioner
Neugent to address, primarily, issues of curtailing the feral cat population on Big Pine Key and in other
areas where endangered species may be impacted by the proliferation of feral cats. The County’s
contractors for animal control, and others present, agreed generally that certain measures were
important in tackling the problems of domesticated animals negatively impacting the habitat of
endangered and threatened species. It was observed that while there is a state statute against
abandoning animals, which would be prosecuted by the State Attorney’s Office if there was sufficient
staff to address such offenses, a County Ordinance enforceable by animal control officers through a
citation system, and other means, would help with this particular impact on habitat. Similarly, a positive
impact on the environment was deemed likely if spay/neuter was mandatory, but allowing for a lawful
exclusion. Subsequent meeting of contractors and interested members of the public with the
commissioner resulted in consensus drafts of several ordinances. The chapter has been re-written to
incorporate agreed upon changes, changes indicated as useful, and changes indicated by a model code
and plan for pet-friendly ordinances, as well as much of the applicable statutes to enhance local
enforcement.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT BOCC ACTION:
BOCC approval on 2/15/06 to advertise for one public hearing to be held March 15, 2006 in Marathon
to consider adoption of County Ordinance.

CONTRACT/AGREEMENT CHANGES:
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Approval.
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CONSIDER
ADOPTION OF COUNTY ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN that on March 15, 2006, at
3:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as may be heard, at the Marathon Government Center, 2798 Overseas
Highway, Mile Marker 47.5, Marathon, Monroe County, Florida, the Board of County Commissioners
of Monroe County, Florida, intends to consider the adoption of the following County ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3, MONROE COUNTY CODE;
PROVIDING CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICERS AND OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 3; PROVIDING FOR
RABIES VACCINATIONS OF FERRETS AND CHANGING REQUIRED AGES
OF CATS AND DOGS TO BE VACCINATED; PROVIDING PENALTIES
ENFORCEABLE BY CODE VIOLATION PROSECUTION FOR DANGEROUS
AND VICIOUS DOGS; PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITIONS AGAINST
ABANDONMENT OF ANIMALS AND CHAINING OF DOGS; PROVIDING
FOR REQUIREMENT OF SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CATS AND DOGS;
PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS AND ESTABLISHING CRITERIA AND
PROCESS TO OBTAIN AN EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENT FOR SPAY
AND NEUTER OF DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING AN INCENTIVE FOR
PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE MONROE
COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard on this matter.

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if a person decided to appeal any decision
made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at such hearings or meetings, he will need a record
of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Copies of the above-referenced ordinance are available for review at the various public libraries in Monroe
County, Florida.

Dated at Key West, Florida, this EE“day of February, 2006.

DANNY L. KOLHAGE, Clerk of the Circuit Court

and ex officio Clerk of the Board of County

Commissioners of Monroe County, Florida
(SEAL)

Publication Dates:
Reporter 3/3/06 — 3/10/06

Keynoter 3/4/06 - 3/11/06
KW Citizen 3/5/06 - 3/12/06



| NO. - 2006

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3, MONROE COUNTY CODE;
PROVIDING CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICERS AND OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 3;
PROVIDING FOR RABIES VACCINATIONS OF FERRETS AND
CHANGING REQUIRED AGES OF CATS AND DOGS TO BE
VACCINATED; PROVIDING PENALTIES ENFORCEABLE BY CODE
VIOLATION PROSECUTION FOR DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS DOGS;
PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITIONS AGAINST ABANDONMENT OF
ANIMALS AND CHAINING OF DOGS; PROVIDING FOR
REQUIREMENT OF SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CATS AND DOGS;
PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS AND ESTABLISHING CRITERIA
AND PROCESS TO OBTAIN AN EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENT
FOR SPAY AND NEUTER OF DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING AN
INCENTIVE FOR PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR
INCORPORATION INTO THE MONROE COUNTY CODE OF
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Monroe County Code Chapter 3 sets forth provisions regulating animals
and animal owners and keepers in the interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of
Monroe County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners recognizes that some provisions in
Chapter 3 require clarification for ease of interpretation and compliance by the general public as
well as the Officers designated to enforce the provisions; and

WHEREAS, the contractors providing animal control services have responded to US
Fish and Wildlife’s concem about feral cats in endangered species habitat by suggesting
enactment of ordinances to require spay/neuter, permanent identification, and prohibiting
abandonment; now therefore,

BE [T ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
MONROE COUNTY. FLORIDA:
Section 1. Chapter 3, Monroe County Code, shall be amended as follows:
Chapter 3 ANIMALS AND FOWL
Sec. 3-1. Short title; authority and purpose of provisions.
This Chapter shall be referred to as the "Monroe County Animal Control Ordinance” and is
enacted under the powers of the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Florida, to

regulate animals and animal owners and keepers in the interest of the health, safety and welfare of
the citizens of Monroe County.
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(3) Animal at large means any animal, other than a cat, which is not under the control, custody,
charge or possession of the owner or other responsible person in attendance, by leash--ehain.
a-tether{no-less thant0-feet), secure fence or other means of confinement or restraint.

(4) Am:mr.* mmml o;"?kw means any person cmnlnwed QLM_EWL&E
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(e9) Board means the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County.
10) Cat f the ies "Felis Catus."

(ell) Charging instrument means a writing or document that recites the mode of commutting an
offense.

(d13) Commercial kennel or cattery means a facility which offers the services of a kennel or
cattery for a profit.

(14) Fruﬂh‘v TEAnNS
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(£15) Dangerous animal means any animal which has-attacked-wi

(h19) Effective voice command means voice control within twenty (20) feet by a
competent person which at all times prevents the animal subject to the voice control
from running at large or otherwise violating the provisions of this chapter.

(121) Fierce animal means any animal not dangerous or vicious but which frequently shows
aggressive tendencies.

(122) Keeper means any person or corporation possessing or having custody of an animal.

(k23) Kemmet or mrm'y means a-faeihit

m npt fm mng, mand grmng, '_
mwﬂﬁﬂuﬁpmmmw a_veterinarian
hospital.

{124) Leash means a cord, strap or other like apparatus that is attached to an animal in an effort
to control the movement of the animal by the holder thereof

(m25) License certificate means a Hhﬂa-mm and license aemﬁanaan mmﬁﬂﬂi
pursuamtnth:sehaptﬂr e Board m 5 als

(n26)License tag means a rabiesvaecinabion-and license tag
collar, issued pursuant to this chapter.
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(827) Licensed veterinarian means a veterinarian licensed fo practice in the State of Florida,

ks Y8 (S, § and an
_ﬁurmg_n ammalsbcmg_rwedmcmlwtv including MMMMME
artment of Iture as bei in the jurisdiction of its D

set forth in

(p27)Neutered or spayed means rendered permanently incapable of reproduction by surgical
alteration, implantation of a device or other physical means, or permanently incapable of
reproduction because of physiological sterility, but only where the neutered or spayed
condition has been certified by a veterinarian licensed in any state.

(628)Notice means a notice to appear, unless the context of the chapter requires a different
definition.

(£29)Nuisance means the following:
(1a) An animal that habitually barks, howls, cries, screams or makes other bothersome
noises any time of day or night; or
(2b) Any animal that, by its conduct or behavior, including but not limited to habitual or
repeated destruction—deseeration or soiling of any public or private property. habitual
chasing of persons, cars or other vehicles, or running at large, causes a disturbance to the
peace or causes injury or threat of injury to persons or property.

(31) Drdmance means any m‘d;mg; glg@_lﬁ to the conirol of or cruelty to animals enacted by
ity the violation of which is a civil infraction

e&m@mﬁe&ewmg-mhamgagmgjgmmmmemm,nrm—pemnwhe—ﬁﬂm

w_d hv or in the custody of a mrngmn;m. ﬂgﬂ E h;l;l ;g h; thg knowle:dge and act of
such corporation.

{(34) Pet means anv Domesticated Co i 1 xcluding livestock, pouliry. or wi

(35) Poultry means any domestic fowl, omamental birds, and game birds.
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(v¥38)Quarantine means strict confinement by leash, closed cage, paddock, or in any other

manner, and in a place as approved by the eounty-health-agent animal control supervisor of
all animals specified in the order.

(wd2)Sporting kennel or cattery means a facility which offers no services for profit, which
maintans animals solely for the owner's sporting or hobby purposes, and which sells
offspring and adult animals only on an occasional basis. "Occasional basis" means animal
sales of a frequency of no greater than one (1) litter per fertile female per vear.

(w43) Terher means a rope or chain fastened to an animal and a stationery object(s) to keep said
animal within a certain boundary.
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Sec. 33 4. Construction; maintenance of peund animal control shelter; purposes;feesfor
impounded-animals: Emploving, Ccontracting and Aappointment of Department-manager
animal control supervisor and Agentsofficers; duties.
(1) The board may purchase, lease or construct. and may operate and maintain ecunty-pounds-or
sub-peunds animal control shelters to retain the following:

{a) Aanmimals at large,

(b) Aany fierce, vicious or dangerous animals not properly secured or restrained by the
owner or keeper,

(c) Aanimals that are nuisances, animals having or believed to have rabies or other
infectious or contagious diseases,

(d) Ddogs not licensed and inoculated as required by this chapter, or

(¢) Aany animal otherwise in violation of this eChapter or required by this Chapter to be
impounded or quarantined.
{2] ...... rameenele] o oo
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Sec. 3-45. Animal control officers and supervisors: qualifications;department-manager;
uppmﬁmeuﬂ—du‘tms

{-1-:.

Aofficers may caii:h, seize ur plck up

(a) Any stray animal;

(b) Any animal at large;

(c) Any fierce, vicious or dangerous animal not properly restrained or secured by the
owner or keeper;

(d) Any animal carrying or believed to be carrying rabies or other infectious or contagious
diseases;

(e) Any animal that is a nuisance;

(f) Any dog not licensed and inoculated as required by this chapter;

(g) Any sick or injured animal for which the owner or keeper cannot be found after
reasonable effort to do so, or for which the owner or keeper is unable or unwilling to provide

(i) Any other animal authorized by this chapter to be guarantined. impounded. caught,
seized or picked up.
(3) The departmentmanager-animal control supervisor or his Aofficers er—assistasts shall
mqmuudmuthcnwsc dmpose ofsul:h amma]s aspmwdad under this Qe-hapter
(34) The department-ma Al
Aofficers er-assistants sha]l mvesnga:e mmplmnts or admns allegedly in violation of this chapter
andshanmsunmtannnsdmmdmgthatﬂmvmhnmmwrbem Those animal control
Aofficers authorized to issue citations pursuant to sections 828.27(1)(b) and 828.23(1)f), Florida
Statutes, have authority under this chapter.
{45} Pursuant to law the deparment manaeer—: 1 g@g m;ﬁﬂl‘ and his—sutherzed
essistants officers may enter public or unfmc.ed pnvate property within the county, except
residential buildings, to can-y out the dutlaa mpmeti hv this chapter.
{5@ The departmen fuiitesinge 10
animal," "dangerous anunal" or "wmms antmal as defined by section 3-2 of this chapter, and
mayordarﬂwuwneruf‘suchamma] tasecure, rwtrmuandcnnﬁne it in a reasonable manner
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& or tfmn:drmmm or wa.ndan on publ

(1) adoption bv an individual person who meets adoption criteria for the animal: or
;2] humane mtha.nasm unﬂw Sm statutc 1f' the anuunal is dnemcd unadnmgble or cannot

uch g a llcgﬂ mEa_n aoc:etv or ammal nrntacuonshelm

3) release to a dul i i ider to the such as a li

humane society or animal protection shelter.
MMM hcense or -:rther evidence nf owm,

mwmvﬂd by the Mnnmec
m;rd of Commmsmnm Am ammals miunm:ﬂx Eﬁgﬂgﬁhgﬂ to L]g; animal control
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disposition
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complaint to the ‘s A for the Si icial Circuit
or County Court in any violations of thi

(9) No iuwcc of or any mntractﬁd i the duues uf

esmbad ms - 828 27(4)a Flnndan Thi 1'isi:fallnut

: nm certified from pro

mm:ml and sheltering Migg‘

Sec. 3-6. Fees and Monies Collected.

& reasunahlc fi or li u for impounding and care of ani

e . CIS O Nais sS4 d
sworn statem nt of ow Ip or nsibilitv as a condltmn | of an
LmEnundad animal. Fae:s ca]]actcd shgj bg deposited in ﬂ:u: geueral revenue ﬁmd of the cnunt&f

faea sha]lhe increased lw $5ﬂﬂ'

{2) The Board may provide for a system of fees, which mav include a system of discounts for
mp.oﬂablc_m_mh;w:@_mdj@ol of animals. In order for an owner to redeem any

a5 ami all vetennarv costs to nmwdc such care nﬁccssm | (4]

supervisor or officer,
3 le ni l] the mnﬂ'nlufﬁ::&:’rsandsu rvisor(s shaﬂbe

or more often if reggghlv necassm m:df.r r.he stamiard macuc.es of t]:u: Clerk‘s aumuntmg
sVSiem.

Sec. 3-57 . Vaccination of dogs, and cats, and ferrets.

(1) Any resident person who owns or keeps a dog. er cat, or ferret four (4) months old or older
shall cause the dog, er cat, or ferret to be vaccinated effectively against rabies with a United
States Gewvermment Department of Agriculture approved vaccine. by a licensed veterinarian.
Evidence of vaccination shall consist of a rabies vaccination certificate signed by the veterinarian
administering the vaccination and a eCounty rabies vaccination tag attached to the animal's collar.
The certificate shall contain:

(a) A numerically serialized certificate.

(b) The name, address, and phone number of the owner.

{(c) The date of vaccination.

{d) The expiration date of the vaccination.

(e) The species, age, sex, color, breed, weight, and name of the animal vaccinated.

(f) The rabies vaccine manufacturer.

(g) The vacecine lot number.

{h) The type and brand of vaccine used.

(i) The route of administration of the vaccing,

() The signature of the licensed veterinarian.

Omnibus Anmimal Ordinance 12



issued b}[@}j ]yggyggg sha]]hevahdmthemmrv A hoense

(3) The rabies vaccination certificate and tag are issued for one animal is and are only valid for
the animal lieensed and is are not transferable.

{4] vaﬂmmmﬂm:xcusedonlv lf he-ownere

mﬂ&hgg:munedthggmmlggﬂ@;g@ - i ;

wnmg that a vanmnaunn would be i mjunws 1(:-the animal's hml'th Mﬂmm
ill medical . In-the latter-ease~+The animal shall be kept in

an enclosed medmgorkmnr.:l, and when outside of said enclogure shall be under the direct

conirol of the owner, until the veterinarian can safely vaccinate the animal.

07(1 4(g), Art. [ tateCnnstrhrunn Huwwer a:nv ncmon whuw
scratc!wi or nthmuse exposed to &WMM such person: a

i 1 ided inforn ocuntamsdmthemhlm fo

Sec. 3-68 Licenses.

(1) Any person who owns or keeps in Monroe County a dog, cat or ferret si{6) four (4)
months of age or older shall cause the animal to be licensed upon establishing

residency in Monroe County or upon reaching the age of six6) four (4) months and
thereafter as conforms to the current status of the rabies vaccination. A license shall
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consist of a rabies-vaceination-and license certificate and a rabies-vaeeination-and
license tag for the animal’s collar. License certificates and license tags may be issued
only by the department-manager animal control supervisors and licensed veterinarians
upon proof that the animal has been inoculated against rabies as required by law and
shall be valid for the number of years which the rabies vaccination covers. No ether

license certificate &nd gr_lu:ense tag msuﬂ bg a.'n:g gmg: |mg;ggg shall be vahd in
Mﬂl‘l.l'ﬂﬂ CD‘I]]]IV Y bzens T ERS . !

{2) Ananimalmn i k recurdnfa]idu catandfcm':tll

remrds shall contam ﬁlﬁﬂ&ﬁm of the nersnn to whnrm mch license is
issued. In the @; gfgl] individual licenses, ﬂag remrd shall alsn state lhc I:nreed. SEX.

diali st the:bisce wikte e Bustunaia congicoed.
(3) In all prosecutions for violation of this Chapter, the records of the Animal Control

1 c:-fsu recmﬂs i thanameuftl'lcmvn th

nf issuance or non-issuance of E_DE.EQ_Lﬁ‘;-_IIELLI.QEII_S_M

(24) Any nonresident who brings a dog. cat, or ferret six (6) months of age or older into Monroe
County with intent to reside within the county permanently, or temporarily for a minimum of six
(6) months, shall obtain a license certificate and a license tag from the

animal control supervisor or a licensed veterinarian within thirty (30) davs of arrival. The owner
must prove ownership of the animal.

(25) The deparsnent-manager amimal control supervisor shall designuse the license certificates
and license tags which are of uniform deslgg for use thmugm MGMEMM

appear on the certificates and tags. and shall issue the license r:aruﬁcat&s and hcensc tags to
licensed veterinarians. The department—manager animal control supervisor shall promulgate
reasonable rules and regulations for collection of license fees and shall account annually to the
board for revenues received.

(36) The board shall establish by resolution the fees to be charged for the license certificate and

license tag, and shall provide for a discounted license fee for animals that have been implanted or
tattooed with a means of permanent identification.

(47) A Monroe County residents who owns either a seeing-eve dog or a hearing dog. properly
trained and actually being used to assist a blind person or a deaf person, respectively, may obtain
from the department-manager animal control supervisor a licenses at no charge upon presentation
of proof of such utilization,

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 14



{5_} By mh.rl:mn, Ihe bwd may prowde ﬂdgp___,mgulauuns for kemals—and—a&m

aludin : OIS repigiration oatie sistration cunted-animal license fees,
Exempum]s fmrn llcmue tag requtramenm methuds of cmﬁnmm:, mspecnnns, and other
necessary administrative requirements.

(69) The board may, by resolution, authorize veterinarians to retain a specified portion of the
license fee for each license issued as reimbursement for the cost of issuing the license.

(710) In the event a license tag is lost or destroyed, a replacement shall be issued by the

department-manager animal control supervisor or licensed veterinarian upon presentation of the
corresponding license certificate and payment of the appropriate fee.

(811) It is unlawful for any person to remove the license tag of any licensed animal within
Monroe County except:

(a) When the animal is participating in any organized exhibition, field trial or
competition or is in training for these events, or is engaged in a legal sport under supervision of
its owner or keeper, or is undergoing grooming; or

(b) When the dog is confined in a licensed kennel, grooming facility, veterinary
hospital, or county pound facility, in which case the license tag number shall be recorded and
readily identifiable with the animal to which it belongs; if the animal is not licensed, the facility
shall clearly indicate it on the facility's records; or

{c) When a licensed veterinarian orders in writing that the license tag and collar be
mnawdfurmasnnsnfthsanmmlshwth,mwhmhcmthﬂmmlshaﬂbemnﬁnﬂdmthman
enclosed building or kenne : 3

times until the veterinarian permits the co]]ar a.nd tags agam m beplmed on the ammal or
(d) When the animal is being voluntarily confined within an enclosed building or
kennel; or

(912) Persons newly residing in Monroe County shall comply with the licensing provisions of
this section within thirty (30) days of change of residence.

(183) It is unlawful for any person to use or to possess a stolen, counterfeit or forged license
certificate or license tag, vaccination certificate, inoculation deterrent form or other
documentation required by or issued pursuant to this chapter.

(144) It is unlawful for the owner or keeper of a dog to refuse to show upon demand by the

department-manager animal control supervisor or his-authorzed assistants an animal control
officer the license certificate or license tag or other documents required by and issued pursuant to

this chapter.
which is not licensed shall not be
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Mg_m__enmr the ﬂwwwm

wﬁwwm fhf-*Cuun_tx
upon a showing of adequate space. staff and resuurcesmumwdchummmcammdtmatmmt_fo[
!hnm:mhernfanmmlsforwhmhsmdkennnl shall be license ense applicants sha

liance with all hmhlef era!zuﬂstam atlmls The

kennel license fee shall be as fn]lnws.

$250 per annum for 3 capacity up 1o five; $500 per annum for a capacity of six to ten: $1.000

mm&mmsmmm c;rur.lw abuac or n_glﬂct-

Court Order following a show cause hearing wherein the person seeking the kennel hcense has
shown that he or she can and wall and operate the kennel in a n

and in accordance with State laws and this Ordinance.

Sec. 3-711. Animals at large prohibited; restraint of fierce, dangerous, vicious
animals; nuisances; confinement of female deogs and cats in heat; "curbing™ dogs.

(1) H—s-unlawful for-any No owner or keeper of an animal other than a domestic cat shall
willfully or negligently e allow the animal to run at large on any public property or on any
private property of another without permission of the property owner. Any animal under the close
supervision of its owner or keeper or otherwise engaged in an organized animal exhibition, field
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trial, competition, legal sport or training for these activities, shall not be deemed to be an animal

at large. It is unlawful for owners or keepers of a diseased animal, including a diseased cat, to

allow the animal to run at large.

@ k—m—unlﬁwﬁﬂ—fm'—thﬂli_nmarmkﬂaper of an animal declared by the department-manager
animal control supervisor to be fierce, vicious or dangerous shall either willfully or negligently te

allow the animal to run at large or to fail to secure, restrain or confine the animal as ordered by

the depertment-manager animal control supervisor or animal control officer pursuant to this

eChapter.

(3) His—unlawhl for-any No ammal owner or keeper te shall permit, either willfully or

wsllgeﬂtl}. The ammal to he a nuisance, Mmﬁﬁkﬁm:f_am iqr_wlu.taL&um_r

(4) Hs-unlawdal-for-any No owner or keeper te shall permit a female dog or cat in heat (estrus)
to be upon the streets or in any public place. The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat
shall confine the animal so as to make it mmcess:hle to any male dug or cat cxne:pt fur mm:mllad
and intentional breeding purposes. Eenfinementse a-leash—ehain ] steain
Wmmwmnammmml apmcageornmmi_ba
but shall not be presumed to be; insufficient and not in compliance with this section, unless other
measures have been instituted to prevent uncontrolled breeding,

(5) a. hssunlewlslfora No dog owner or keeper te shall allow an unleashed dog upon any
school grounds.

b. H-isunlawfisl-for-a-No dog owner orkea:p-er Q_nﬂ, e:thr:r W‘I].l.ﬁﬂlj" or neghgenﬂ}, te pﬂnmt the
dog, to defecate upon any publ cept wh gnated by offici -

property without the permission nfmeawnﬂ Adﬂgownarﬂrkeepensmqwedtﬂmnnwthe
dog's feces from any pgblim[}_ schm] gmunds or any private propartv upnn which t.he
dogmumpenmuadtudnfecate A_persor od

c. Except for animals that assist disabled persons, domestic animals are prohibited from all

county parks and beaches unless net specified in subseetion-d-the Monrpe County Code. No

person may cause or allow any domestic animal [uf whatever size) other than an animal that

assists a disabled person to be brought to, or remain on, any county park or beach, with the

exceptions of parks and beaches specified in subsection d.

d. Pets are permitted to be taken to Key Largo Park in Key Largo and Sombrero Beach Park in

l'élamthnn, subject to pet-friendly park restrictions specified in chapter 13.5 of the Monroe County
ode

€. Except for animals that assist disabled persons, and animals that play a wnrk—related m]ﬂ

domestic animals are prohibited from all county facilities except for-4 : beack

where-domestie-animals-are- where specifically allowed by other sectmm -::EF ﬂ:ue Mumn-n Gnunt}r

Code or by resolution of the board.

£._If this subsection (5) is violated, the department is authorized to remove the animal or, in its

discretion, to order the owner or keeper to do so.

g. Fhe An owner or keeper .ME.'LE:EHEJ 5]1:11] mnned:nteiy remove any excrement dcposrted b}

the animal on amy ] .
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unlawfully on the property. Failure to do so immediately shall constitute an additional violation
of this section.

3-12 Abandonment of Animals Prohibited.

eeping 4 ing an Animal on Private Property. : shall:
{A] Inmcmnd m' conﬁnf: anv animal in any place and fail to supply the animal during
such mnﬁnmmm w1th a SuﬂiCIEtll quantm* -:lf gmmmm_ﬂam,

i.’Cl' ﬂba.ndan tn dman:g a.ruma-.l ﬂlat is mmmﬂ sick. i 1g ﬁm, or Q‘@gi.

(2) _Abandoning an Animal in a Public Place. No person who is the owner or possessor, or has
charge or custody. of anv animal shall abandon such animal to suffer injury or malnutrition or

abandon anv animal in a street r lic place withou iding for care,
rotectio lter of such am

Sec. 3-13. Neutering of dogs and cats.

(1) Required Spﬂv and Neufenn&ﬁgpsﬁﬂ;u_hiawmrﬂ_mw

2} Li‘censea’ Ere tiomHs. {}fd am:l cats who do not want their ammai

Amma]l’.?ummlg Egj g@gﬂm, Ihgmna]fcefnrthlshccmsfmllbeﬁﬂﬂ_g_

(3) Spav. Neuter or License for Exemption Required. No dog or cat which is four (4) months
of age or ol leased by anv County Animal Control r NTIET OT
keeper unless said animal is spaved or neutered or licensed to be exempt from the
spay/neuter requirement.

3-14 aining and tetherin i ibited.—

(1) Chaining to 3rarfonaﬂ ab,{eﬂs No owner of gne Or more dngg, whether vaccinated or
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Sec. 3-11 15, Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting or teasing an animal.
h-is-unlawful-for-any No person te shall entice or lure any animal out of an enclosure or off the

property of its owner or keeper, or te seize, molest or tease any animal while the animal is held or
controlled by its owner or keeper or while the animal is on the property of its owner or keeper.

Sec. 3-16. Cruelty to animals.

Mmﬂw_mﬂmﬂvmh ammal ofanmher nermM

her know 81
8, Prohibition inst i r
1y N shall knowingly commit anv of the foll
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E.EEJ&E]JEMET of any money wagered on ani MRLM&

(F) Removing or facilitating the removal of @1 @pmmded undm‘ thxs section
from an agency where the animal is i

wm;mmw

(G) Betting or wagering any money or other valua

Attending the fighting or baiting of animals.

Notwithstanding any provision of this subsection to the contran
does not constitute a violation of this section.

I.’Zl ]f a court shaﬂ order t.he Coun_tg or animal mnt:ml sunenrlsar seizure of any a.tuma]s and

umwdc f‘ur annmﬂnate and humane:mm or dngtmn of ﬂm ammals I_fa \reterum ﬁnds that
or usad in wn!atl nf 1

using animals to worlk Li iculiural

Sec. 3-219. Confinement of fierce, dangerous or vicious animals.

(1) Upon complaint, the department-manager animal control supervisor shall investigate whether
an amimal is fierce, dangerous or vicious. If the depastment-manager animal control supervisor
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finds that such animal is a fierce, dangerous or vicious animal, he shall notify the owner or keeper
mwnnug,stannga]]theﬁctsknawntuhlm,andahaﬂnrderthemm'ﬂrkeepermmmﬁnethe
animal to a substantial enclosure, erte-chain-it-s ethie =
cunimlamamh]emn&spmﬁﬂhyﬁcdmmmmﬂmmﬂmm.
The control supervisor shall at a minimum that:

L} No ﬁerc:e dgggmus or vicious animal may be kept on an unenc]ase.d nurch. patio or

gr_scrmn doors amthc mﬂv ohstaclenrev&gu_ng the mmmlfmm mu_ng ﬂm strua:ture i
(B) All owners. keepers or hg:bﬂrm ufﬁme dangerous or vicious animals sha]l

di la in a prominent lacemthmr gsa il le blic from min

(2) Fhe No owner or keeper shall immediately-comply-with permit an animal deemed fierce,

vicious or dangerous. to be in non-compliance with the department-manager animal control
supervisor's written order or any requirement of this section.: fFailure to comply constitutes a

violation of this chapter and subjects the owner or keeper to the penalties herein of this Chapier
and subjects the animal to seizure as provided in this Chapter. under section3-4-abeve.

76713, deis. oF Seoting 395 Moteia Ce
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Sec. 3-210. Keeping wild aAnimals_and livestock.

(1) Zoning. No livestock, such as cows, goats, sheep or pigs, barnyard animals such as chickens,
ducks, mabbits or geese, shall be kept either penned or loose in any zone where not otherwise
permitted in Monroe County. Animals considered wild shall not be kept in any residential

»ana wn Manrna Mot

(2) Wild Animals.
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@;m_al d mntm] ufﬁccr g@t lhgm'hlggz Q_Q cnsumurredaaarcsuitnf
failure to comply with this Ordinance.

lhnvefmin {14‘1% ﬂ

Sec, 3-821. Seizure, destruction of animals adjudged nuisances; disposal of impounded
animals; compensation to owners; exemption of feral cats from the five-day holding period.

(1) When a court of competent jurisdiction adjudges an animal a nuisance under this chapter nr

other law, the department -manager animal control supervisor or authesized-assistant anima
Mmys&izctheanimﬂanﬂoﬂ‘brﬂfwa&upﬂm,urdeatruy:tmimimmanema.uner

(2) The department-manager animal control supervisor may likewise offer for adoption, destroy
or otherwise dispose of any animal impounded pursuant to this chapter but only according to the
following procedure. Unless determined by a veterinarian to be diseased or in pain, an animal
may not be destroved during the first five (5) working days afier impoundment. In addition, an
animal may not be adopted out or released to anyone other than its owner during the first five
working days after impoundment. If the animal is not destroved according to a veterinarian's
determination or claimed by its owner during the initial five-day period, then the animal may be
offered for adoption or destroyed if:

{(+A) No owner exists; or

(Eﬂ] ﬁm owner is not 1demtﬁed within five (5) working days after attempts by the

{@Momwmmbmmbemmaﬁcrmmamﬂﬂmmhyﬂm
department-manageranimal control supervisor to do so for a reasonable period of time; or

{(4D) An owner has been contacted but has by his’her actions, &iluretnact,ur
statements, indicated an intent to abandon the animal.

(3) The department-manager animal control supervisor shall make every reasonable effort to
identify and notify owners or keepers of the impoundment of their animal pursuant to this
chapter, and such efforts shall be made for a reasonable period of time as determined by the board
by resolution. However, where the department-manager animal control supervisor complies fully
and makes every reasonable effort based on the situation to identify and notify such owners and
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keepers, and where such efforts fail, resulting in the adoption or destruction or other disposal of
the animal, the depastment-manager animal control supervisor shall be deemed to have complied
fully with due process of law, and no owner or keeper shall be entitled to any compensation for
loss of the animal.

(4) Tn the case suspected feral cats, the department manager animal control supervisor has the
authority to hold and observe the suspected feral cat for a seventy-two-hour period; thereafter, if
the cat is determined to be feral by the department-manager animal control supervisor, he or she
has the authority to euthanize the feral cat prior to the five-day holding period.

(7)__Any owner may redeem an animal from impoundment by executing a sworn statement of
ip, furnishing a license and tag, as required by this Ordinance and State laws and paying
| expenses associated wi 1zure and impou f the animal. The animal |
icer not release anv i imal to an owner wh convicted with ani
cruel T or other violati f State law or of this ithout a
Court Order i ; cause hearing in which the owner establish r and
1 d keep the animal ina h fashion. and in ith State laws and thi

Sec. 3-1022. Seizure of animals by properity owners or tenants; delivery to department
manager animal control supervisor; impoundment and disposal; standard of care to be
exercised by seizing party.

(1) It is lawful for a property owner or tenant to seize in as humane manner any dog, cat or other
animal running at large on his property in violation of section 3-711 of this chapter. Where such
seizure 1§ made, the property owner or tenant shall immediately deliver the amimal to the
depariment-manager animal control supervigor or his-assistastanimal control officer. The property
owner or tenant shall treat the animal humanely and shall exercise utmost care to ensure the
animal's safety and well being.

(2) The-department-manager An animal control supervisor may impound any animal delivered
by its owner, or by a property owner or tenant pursuant to paragraph (1), and may release or
dispose of the animal pursuant to this chapter.

(3) Any person who seizes an animal pursuant to this section shall exercise utmost care to treat
the animal humanely and to avoid any injury, sickness, hunger or any other ailment or affliction
whatsoever in both the seizure of the animal and the delivery of the animal to the depariment
manager ammal control supervisor. Any person unable to comply with the foregoing for any
reason shall not seize and deliver any animal; and any person who does injure or maim any
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amimal or who does subject an animal to hunger, sickness, or any other ailment or affliction,
either intentionally or negligently, in the exercise of the person's authority under this section, is in
violation of this chapter and subject to the penalties herein.

Sec. 3-1324. Enforcement; fines.

(1) Violations Observed. Upon observing a violation of this chapter, the department-manager
animal control supervisor or a sworm animal control Oofficer or anv other law enforcement
Oofficer may either:

(a) Issueacmnnwthﬂawwurkeepernfﬂwanmnl mhshaﬂlg_mm

b R ool B

10.

Thedalemﬂ&mﬂﬂfﬂwismameoﬁhncﬁaﬁm;

The name and address of the person cited:

The date and time the civil infraction was commutted;

The facts constituting probable cause for the issuance of the citation;

The ordinance violated;

The name and authority of the Officer issuing the citation,

The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to contest
the citation:

A statement of the maximum civil penalty (not to exceed $500.00) which may be
imposed if the person cited contests the citation and is determined to have violated
the ordinance;

A statement of the civil penalty payable if the person cited does not contest the
citation;

A conspicuous statement that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the
time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, or fails to appear in
court as required by the citation, he shall be deemed to have waived his right to
contest the citation, and that, in such case, judgement may be entered against the
person for an amount up to the maximum civil penalty of five hundred dollars
($500.00). In addition, if a person fails to pay the civil penalty, or fails to appear in
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court to contest the citation or fails fo appear in court as required by the citation, the
court may issue an order to show cause upon the request of the governing body of the
county. This order shall require such persons to appear before the court to explain
why action on the citation has not been taken. If any person who is issued such order
fails to appear in response to the court's directive, that person may be held in
contempt of court.

(b) Impound the animal which is the subject of the violation and commence prosecution
of the offense pursuant to this Chapter or Florida Statutes section 828 217(1)(f).

(c) 1. The following type of violations of this chapter require a mandatory court

appearance by the person cited:
a. Aggravated violations resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking or
wounding by a domestic animal;
b. Violations resulting in the destruction or loss of personal property;
¢. Second or subsequent violations: or
d. Violations resulting in the issuance of a third or subsequent citation.

2. Persons required to appear in court do not have the option of paying the fine
instead of appearing in court.

3. The director of public works shall maintain records to prove the number of
citations issued to any one (1) person.

(2) Complaints of Violations Not Observed. Upon receipt of an affidavit of complaint
signed by one (1) person under oath before an individual authorized to take
acknowledgments, setting forth the nature and date of the act, the owner or keeper of
the animal, the address of the owner or keeper, and a description of the animal, the

animal control supervisor or a sworn animal control Aofficer or
other law enforcement Asentofficer shall investigate the complaint to determine
whether there is probable cause to believe a violation of this chapter has occurred.
If probable cause exists, the deparimeni—manager animal control supervisor or a
sworn animal control Officer shall commence prosecution of the offense pursuant to
Florida Statutes section 828 27(1)(f).

(3) Punishment. Upon conviction, any person violating this chapter shall be punished as
provided by law. Each day during which the violation continues shall be deemed a
separate offense.

(a) Violations of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a civil infraction. The
maximum civil penalty shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00)_per violation.

(b) Court costs, surcharges and other special charges shall be deducted by the clerk of
the circuit court in the same manner and amounts as provided for class 1 noncriminal
violations.

(c) Ifthe party cited does not contest the citation, the penalty given shall be one hundred
dollars ($100.00) except as follows:

(i) Violations of Sections 3-12, 3-13, 3-14, 3-16. Violation by an owner or keeper of

a dog or cat of Sections 3-12 ing abando
neutering, 3-14 governing chaining and tethering
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First Violation_ Waming

Second Violation Fine of $100

ii) Viplators ineligible for pet redemption or adoption from Monroe County Shelter.

(4)
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(5) Each aci or am!s.ﬂan, m[ ﬂmg a .re,ggmre ﬂﬁéme A vmlﬂlon af W

(6)

Sec. 3-1315. Surrender of animal to department-manager animal control supervisor;
interference with department-manager officer in performance of duty.
It is unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender an animal upon lawful demand by the

department-manager animal control supervisor or his-autherzed-assistant an animal control
;ﬁ@ ltmuﬂa“ﬁﬂfmmypﬂrsﬂnwm#wmkﬂwmnm]ﬁumihemm of the

anempttﬂtahan} amma]ﬁnmaamntvpmmdmﬁHutpnmsmmufﬂmdapumw
animal control supervisor or his-assistants an animal control officers in the performance of their
duties under this chapter.

Sec. 3-1426. Quarantine provisions; impoundment and treatment of sick and injured
animals; disposal of dead animals.

(1) When a domesticated animal has bitten a person or another animal, or is believed to have
bitten a person or another animal, or is suspected by the depariment-manager animal control
supervisor to have rabies, it shall be quarantined by a licensed veterinarian under the supervision
ﬁwdwamww_ﬂmmthemlmbeheﬂmmm
a county facility. Thequamunnﬂshallbufot e s he

(2) The depastment-manager animal control supervisor may impound any animal believed to be
carrying an infectious or contagious disease, or any injured animal, and may retain the services of
a licensed vetennarian to treat it. The department-manager animal control supervisor may accept
sick or injured animal upon delivery. When a sick or injured animal is owned and the owner is
identified, such owner shall be liable for payment of veterinary expenses or reimbursement of the
county's expenses in treating the animal. At the discretion of the department-manager animal
control supervisor, a sick or injured animal may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of, and its
remains disposed of without compensation to the owner or keeper, provided that the department
manager animal control supervisor shall make reasonable effort to notify the owner or keeper that
the animal is impounded.
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manager animal control supervisor shall charge the owner the applicable fee for vaccination or
licensing. When an impounded animal is not claimed within a reasonable period of time, as
determined by board resolution, the depastment-manager animal control supervisor may transfer
custody or ownership of the animal to a humane agency or a new owner, or may destroy the
animal and dispose of its remains. In cither event, the owner or keeper will not be entitled to
compensation.

(3) When an animal dies, the owner or keeper of the animal shall dispose of the remains
immediately. When the department-manager animal control supervisor or his-assistant animal
control officer discovers a dead animal, he shall notify the owner or keeper, if known, and shall
order the owner or keeper to dispose of the remains immediately. Ii'thepartym:ﬁedfaﬂstn
comply within twenty-four (24) hours, the department-manager animal con
m&e:hcmmmmtobcdlspossdnfandshaﬂblﬂﬂmammluwnﬂmkuper asappraprmtc,ﬁm‘
the costs of disposal. Such animal owner or keeper may further be held in violation of this chapter
and punished as provided herein. The depariment-manager animal control supervisor shall
dispose of the remains of an animal which has died on public property, but only where an owner
or keeper cannot be notified. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to limit or contravene the
provisions of Florida Statutes section 823.041.

(4) Any wild animal that bites or otherwise exposes a human to rabies shall be immediately
killed and tested for rabies unless the county health Officer determines the circumstances warrant
an exception.

Sec. 3-1527. Impounding, redeeming by owner, disposition of unredeemed dogs.

(1) Impoundment Authorized. Any dog found vnﬂ:lnm a current tag or any a:umal fmmd in

wala.ttm ufthts chapter nuy be caugln b}* an authoreed 233 P i
k= = e A e e U o= R MNW

undat—na—dm m_mgml_w and imprisoned and impounded at a place

maintained or designated for that purpose.

(2) Disposal of Unredeemed Animals: Fees. After a period of confinement of five (3) days,

those animals not claimed may be disposed of through approved humane agencies, or otherwise

in a humane manner. Animals shall be released to owners on presentation of proof of ownership

and after pmper inoculation, licensing and payment of fees as well as sterilization if necessary to

(3) Aabpufan of UncfaimdAnimfs. The fee for the adoption of an unclaimed animal shall be as
adopted by the board of county commissioners plus the any cost required by Florida Statutes to
qualify the animal for adoption.

Sec. 3-1628. Number of dogs, and cats and ferrets restricted.

(2} Any number of birds may be kept as long as they are adequately and humanely cared for, and
thﬂumucdnﬂ; not msamhlymmdemmedmnﬁmhwmmum%
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Sec. 3-29. Poison prohibited.
wmammmmmsu’cﬂ. aﬂw B (

Sec. 3-1831. Racing greyhounds; and-others; Animals in County less than 30 days exempt.

3-232. Rules and regulations.
The board may enact reasonable rules and regulations to implement and carry out the provisions
of this chapter, including but not limited to, the right to regulate or exempt certain animals from
this chapter, and the right to regulate the numbers and types of animals and the conditions under
which they may be maintained in residentially zoned areas.

Sec. 3-2333. Areas of enforcement.

Pursuant to article VIII section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Florida, the board may
enforce this chapter throughout the unincorporated areas of Monroe County, and within the
mcmporamda:mufthamﬂvmth:mcﬂthechaptadmnﬂcmﬂm with any municipal
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3 hal ounty ;
ammal is fcrund for a hgﬂgg, to be set within 3(.'! davs after the data nfsmxurc ufthr.
animal or issuance of the order to provide care and held not more than 15 days after the
setting of such date. to determine whether the owner. if known. is able to provide

ggnl_al_elvfurtheamum]andlsﬁtmhavecusm;g the animal 1']_:; mr_mgshallb

wmwjmﬂw fee for service of such

oFﬁ cer’ cusmdw or

2. _The animal is tumed over to the officer or animal control officer as provided in
paragraph (c) and a humane disposition of the animal is made.

ad ly ide for

2 rder the animal destroved or reman of the

&E&lﬂ} for the Prmrcunun of Cruelty to Animals, the Humane Somgtg, county, or any

agency or person the judge deems appropriate. to be disposed of as the agency or person
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(8) If an animal shelter or other location is unavailable. a court may order the animal to be
mmuundnd on the property of its owner or possessor mg_gu_mw

n for the animal and to allow regular i ions of
dﬁimm_bzmmm

(9) If a veteninanian finds that an animal kept or used in violation of this section is suffering from

an injury or a disease severe enough that it is not possible to humanely house and care for the
animal pending completion of a hearing held under Scc. 828.073(2). Florida Statutes. final

100 | or -Or fnrferﬂua the vel.ﬂ'nn.armn mn mtinmzﬂ the

11) In t r penalties prescribed by law. the court may issue an order prohibiting a
EMLE_@M in violation of this m:ctwn from mmmmm_

having custody or control over any : . ar g1 i
wmwmulskmtfmwplmnafﬁMgm anrapenndufhme
determined by the court

12) This secti 1

son simulating a fig

Mmiﬂmu_hs_gmgﬂ I:e!msmn or in

ibiti to amimals are not vio

@}_EMSMM or takr: wﬂd]lfe or to nam::g;gg any hunting

; 3) Imgmnmshﬂ]nmpmhtht,WamhmmemﬁewgmmL
: ifically

SOanan andl

ion 3-35 — Stand f ani re

to, and do ot diminish or negate & jrements or profiibitions of this C
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(4) Every nwnm-urm_mgwwuf

ﬁmemmwehmandmldandnfm
permit the animals to exercise an eandmnwabmlt freely.
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If £ m imals mhnﬁcﬁm&haﬂdomm
each other or perform or attempt any hostile act to each other. the animals shall be deemed not to
be

Encmies.

be m\rm excreise proper for ﬂ1c mdmdual mumal under ﬂ'.nc particular mndm-:ms

(14) No person shall work. use. or rent any animal which is malnourished. undernourished.
MM&Q@M& ﬂrmhm‘wwsemrﬁt T-lnsshall
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mﬂmm@gedwhmmuﬁﬁ

1)F i ibiliti
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County Health Department.

d:rmtommlufme
(D) No person shall release a ferret into the wild or abandon a ferret.

Sec. 3-2236. Construction of provisions.
The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed in order to effect the purposes of this

chapter.
Section 2. Section 19-153(b), MCC,__is hereby repealed.

Section 3, SEVERABILITY. If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall not affect the remaining
portions of this ordinance. If this ordinance or any provision thereof shall be held to be
inapplicable to any person, property or circumstances. such holding shall not affect its
applicability to any other person, property or circumstances.

Section 4, CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of said conflict.

Section 5. INCLUSION IN CODE OF ORDINANCES. The provisions of this ordinance
shall be included and incorporated in the Code of Ordinances of the County of Monroe, Florida,
as an addition or amendment thereto, and shall be appropriately renumbered to conform to the
uniform numbering system of the Code.

Section 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect when a copy has been

accepted by the postal authorities of the Government of the United States for special delivery by
certified mail to the Department of State.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County,

Florida, at a regular meeting of said Board held on the th day of 2006.
Mayor McCoy P
Mayor Pro Tem Nelson o
Commissioner Neugent =
Commissioner Rice n =
Commissioner Spehar =N
(SEAL) BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Attest: DANNY L. KOLHAGE, Clerk OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA
By By
Deputy Clerk Mayor/Chairperson

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 38



